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Star-studded
travel allies
LEFT page, and left The
Landwind 5 is a handsome
yet understated SUV that
looks at home in any setting,
rural or urban.
Below Under the bonnet
is a 2.0-litre rcooled turbopetrol engine (rated at 140 kW
and 250 Nm). on OUR JOURNEY, It
consumed fuel at 10.5 ℓ/100 km,

If ever there was a match made in motoring heaven,
it would include this affordable LANDWIND 5 compact SUV,
bedecked with a host of Thule accessories

with mixed driving.
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LANDW I ND 5 2 . 0 T A / T
ENG I NE 1 997 cc, turbocharged petrol
C Y L I NDER S 4, in-line
POWER 140 kW @ 5 500 rpm
TOR Q UE 250 Nm @ 2 800 rpm
DR I VETRA I N 8-speed automatic, FWD
0 – 1 0 0 k m / h 11 sec
TOP S PEED 185 km/h
OVERALL F UEL CON S UMPT I ON
( CLA I MED ) 8.5

ℓ/100 km

CO 2 EM I S S I ON S 216 g/km CO2
DR I V I NG A I D S ABS, EBD, TC, SC
WARRANT Y 3-year/100 000 km
S ERV I CE PLAN 5-year/100 000 km
S ERV I CE I NTERVAL S 10 000 km
PR I CE R299 880

he road between Dullstroom
and Sabie via Lydenburg (now
Mashishing), is in a sad state –
suspension-smashing potholes abound,
waiting to spoil a weekend away.
Fortunately, the Landwind 5 – our
chariot for the trip – is no ordinary
car. Rather, it’s an SUV-type vehicle
boasting a taller disposition and a
commanding view of the road ahead.
Its multipurpose tyres have a high
profile with tall sidewalls, providing
added flex in rough conditions, like
on the potholed roads of Mpumalanga.
All this reduces stress levels when behind
the wheel.

Pre-emptive
shifting makes
for swifter
and smoother
responses from
the engine

Strong brakes and a willingness to
quickly change direction helps too,
no matter the kind of evasive action
you need to take. The ride is firm yet
comfortable, and it held its line through
the sweeping bends and tighter turns
of Long Tom Pass.
By the time we arrived at Misty
Mountain – roughly 12 km west of
Sabie – the overall impression of the
Landwind’s driving dynamics was
favourable. It impressed us in other

ways, too: The 2.0-litre turbo-petrol
is willing, but it does reward using the
eight-speed transmission like a manual;
with the driver taking command by
using the sequential gate, rather than
just leaving the auto gearbox in ‘D’.
Pre-emptive shifting makes for swifter
and smoother responses, especially
when the road looks anything but
straight and flat.
The Landwind 5 arrived on the local
scene in 2015; this two-pedal version
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was added last year. In many ways,
it’s more appealing than the six-speed
manual, and smooths the delivery
of torque to the front wheels, for
less frenetic progress.
The interior complements the
drivetrain, and while the seats are
a tad hard on first acquaintance, they
are forgiving enough after many hours
on the road. They also feel a little too
high relative to the steering wheel, but
familiarity ushered this feeling away.

The Landwind comes
standard with roof rails,
so attaching crossbars
is straightforward

A Thule roofbox essentially
makes any car bigger, without
the drawbacks of a trailer
The seats are clad in leather, and
the interior has a suitably upmarket
ambience. There’s also just the right
amount of chrome detailing to make
it feel luxurious rather than garish.
It is spacious, and the sunroof adds
to the airy ambience.
Impressive, too, is the size of the
rear accommodation, and the legroom
back there is difficult to fault. Yet it
doesn’t come at the cost of utility –
there’s plenty of space for a family’s
luggage further back. Fold a portion
of the 60:40 split rear seat flat, and
the luggage compartment becomes
decidedly cavernous.
Nevertheless, for added stowage space,
we equipped the Landwind with a Thule
Touring L (for ‘large’) luggage box (in
grey to emphasise the car’s Lightning
Silver paintwork), with its 420-litre
capacity. A combination of all three of
Thule’s soft Chasm bags barely troubled
it. A Thule roof box essentially makes
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TOP RIGHT A trio of Thule Chasm
bags (90-, 70- and 40-litre) barely
troubled the Touring L roofbox. Total volume is 420 litres,
but Thule’s range of boxes
is made to fit anything from
a city car to a full-sized SUV.
Below Right Whether it’s
clothing, computers or
cameras, there is a Thule
product to help you haul it.
Below Landwind, not known
before 2015, is the car-making
division of JMC (well known
for its Vigus range of doublecabs). Thule has a local
presence going back 15 years.
Bottom right The driving
position is commanding,
and the controls fall
readily to hand.

any vehicle bigger, without the inherent
drawbacks of a trailer, and there’s a
model in the range to suit anything
from a micro-mini to a full-sized MPV.
It’s also an option for cars that aren’t
designed to be fitted with a tow bar.
The Landwind comes standard with
roof rails, so attaching Thule’s crossbars
– or racks, as the
Swedish brand
calls them –
is particularly
straightforward.
To these, the latest
version of ProRide
bicycle carrier was
added, which was
fitting, as the SA
Lowveld is prime
mountain-biking territory. An option
would’ve been the even newer UpRide
– a carrier that clamps to the bicycle’s

For more info on these brands,visit
www.landwindsa.co.za and www.thule.co.za.

wheels alone, making it an ideal option
for the latest generation of MTBs that
combine dual suspension and a carbonfibre frame.
Misty Mountain proved to be a great
destination for our Landwind journey.
Away from the bustle of Sabie, we were
treated to wonderful valley views, and
the White River and Graskop were close
by, the latter being an especially worthwhile spot to visit. The Graskop Gorge
Lift Company has a 51 m elevator that
heads straight down into the riverine
forest, which you can explore at will.
After our adventure, the cruise
back to Gauteng in the Landwind was
effortless, the auto gearbox and willing
2.0-litre power plant soaking up the
kilometres. Our Landwind-Thule rig
was just the right companion for a
much-needed weekend away from
the city.

